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ABSTRACT

Problem Statement: Mirza Abdul Qadir Bedil of Delhi was one of the most prominent poets
and a distinguished representative of the Indian Literary School in the 10th and 11th centuries
AH. He experimented with various forms of poetry, but particularly excelled in composing
ghazals. Due to his exceptional skill in creating compound expressions, his ghazals are rich in
innovative and original combinations, reflecting his unique creativity and forming a
distinctive feature of his poetic style. Research Objective: The primary objective of this
study is to establish Bedil’s stature in the field of compound formation and to answer the
fundamental question: What types of compound expressions did Bedil use in his ghazals?
Research Methodology: This research analyzes Bedil's Kulliyat, focusing on one hundred
selected ghazals. Relevant samples were identified and studied using library research methods
and a descriptive-analytical approach. Findings: The study identifies and analyzes various
types of compounds in Bedil’s ghazals, including morphological (word-formation), figurative,
simile-based, and metaphorical combinations. The results indicate that Bedil of Delhi
employed a wide array of innovative and diverse compounds in his ghazals, such as khaar-e
daman-e havas (thorn of desire’s skirt), rebaat-e kohan-saraa (ancient caravanserai), nafas-e
hasti (breath of existence), rags-e gardbaad (dance of the whirlwind), chaak-e daaman-e gol
(tear in the flower’s skirt), paay-e majnun-e gham (foot of sorrow’s Majnun), mahmel-e naaz
(palanquin of grace), nang-e vahshat (disgrace of terror), egbaal-e jonoon (fortune of
madness), naale-ye khaabideh (suppressed wail), hasrat-e mastoor (veiled longing), saaz-e
vahdat (instrument of unity), bakht-e siyaah (black fate), ehram-e aazaadi (pilgrim's garb of
freedom), kalaah-e arsh (crown of the heavens), golsh-e tasveer (pictorial flower), taag-e
taghaafol (arch of indifference), kooh-e andooh (mountain of sorrow), zanjir-e jonoon (chain
of madness), arag-e sharm (sweat of shame), sang-e malaamat (stone of blame), nagin-e
shoharat (jewel of fame), deyr-e taaz (new temple), ka’be-jo (Kaaba-seeker), zaagh-e paa
(crow-footed), aayine-gari (mirror-making), tahayyor-e golshan (bewilderment of the garden),
tasalsol-e vabaal (cycle of burden), jahaan-e rang (world of color), and many others.
Keywords: Bedil of Delhi, morphological compounds, figurative compounds,
Indian style, Bedil’s ghazals
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