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An Analysis of the Mystical Thought of Seyyed Baha al-Din Bahai Jan
Dr. Shafiqullah Shafaqat
Department of Dari Language and Literature, Faculty of Education, Paktia
University, Paktia, Afghanistan
Email: shafiqullahshafagat620@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Problem Statement: Sayed Baha al-Din Bahai Jan is a pious mystic and a talented
poet of contemporary Iran. His poems are rich in mystical concepts and Sufi
terminology; however, the mystical dimensions of his poetry have not been
thoroughly studied. The main goal of this research is to explore the mystical
perspectives of the poet, focusing on his Persian poetry, so that readers and those
interested in Bahai Jan’s thought and poetry can become familiar with the depth of
his mystical insights and poetic expressions.

Methodology: This research is a theoretical study conducted using a library-based
approach and analytical-descriptive methods. The scope and subject of this study are
the Persian poetry of Bahai Jan.

Findings: Sayed Baha al-Din Bahai Jan was a distinguished mystic with a strong
devotion to Sufism. Raised in a family with Sufi leanings and having associated with
individuals engaged in the tarigat from an early age, he was inspired to dedicate
himself to mystical and Sufi practices. As his poetic talent matured, he articulated
profound and nuanced mystical concepts through his poetry, intended for his
disciples, fellow spiritual practitioners, and the wider readership.

Conclusion: The composition of treatises on mystical discourse, the creation of the
Ney-nameh (Book of the Reed), and the frequent use of Sufi terminology — such as
mysticism and mystic, Sufism and Sufi, seeker (salik), the path (tarigat), divine
grace (fayz), ascetic (zahid), love, homeland (in its mystical sense), heart, mirror,
reed (ney), spiritual ecstasy (tamat), tavern (kharabat), cupbearer (saqi), wine-house
(meykhaneh), libertine (rand), annihilation (fana), longing (khemar), wine (mey), sip
(jarceh), and breath (nafas)—in Bahai Jan’s poetry all indicate that he followed the
mystical journey and infused his poetry with Sufi essence. He was deeply influenced
by earlier mystical poets such as Sanai, Rumi, Hafez, and other Sufi poets, and this
influence is strongly reflected in his poetry.

Keywords: Bahai Jan’s Persian poetry, Bahai Jan, Rudbar-e Ney, spiritual journey,
mysticism
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